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SUBJECT:  Operstlonal  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  XXIV  Corps 
Artillery,  Period  Ending  30  April  1969  (U) 
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SEE  DISTRIBUTION  E??ionag3  Lr.vi.  . 
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hv  lav,* 

1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  3b,  AR  323>13.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 
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2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  appropriate 
benefits  In  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  XXIV  C(ffi.PS  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  96308 


AVII-ATC  15  Hay  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  XXIV  Corps  Artillery  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  RCS  -  CSFOR  -  65  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION: 


1.  (C)  Section  1  Operations;  Significant  Activities. 

a.  Organization. 

(1)  Effective  16  Feb  69  with  publication  of  XXIV  Corps  GO  373,  23 
Apr  69,  1st  Bn,  83d  Artillery  (8**/175)  and  2d  Bn,  138th  Artillery  (155SP), 
previously  assigned  to  XXIV  Corps,  were  attached  to  XXIV  Corps  Artillery. 

(2)  On  7  Mar  69,  Battery  B,  8th  Bn,  4th  Artillery,  previously  under 
OPCON  of  HQ,  III  Marine  Amphibious  Force  In  Southern  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone, 
was  returned  to  XXIV  Corps  control.  Official  change  of  status  occurred 

at  071600H  Mar  69.  The  battery  was  Initially  positioned  at  Dong  Ha. 

(3)  On  20  Apr  69,  5th  155  Gun  Btry  (FMF),  under  OPCON  of  lOSth 
Artillery  Group,  was  officially  redesignated  5th  175  Gun  Btry  (FMF).  No 
change  In  status  was  made.  Cross  training  of  USMC  personnel  In  nuitters  of 
maintenance,  prescribed  load  list,  fire  direction,  and  tiring  battery 
operations  was  accomplished  prior  to  January  1969  by  108th  Artillery  Group 
using  Army  175mm  guns.  All  six  USMC  WSnm  guns  were  operational  on  20 
April.  No  change  was  made  In  the  two  8”  self-propelled  howitzers  sections 
Included  In  the  battery  or  In  the  organisational  structure  of  the  unit. 

(4)  On  13  April,  Btry  B,  2d  Bn,  94th  Artillery  changed  tubes  from 
175mm  to  8"  completing  a  transition  of  the  battalion  to  all  8"  howitzers. 

The  battery  was  moved  south  to  the  101st  Airborne  Division  area  of  operations. 

b.  Significant  Activities. 

1.  Unit  Actions.  The  101st  Airborne  Division,  3d  Marine  Division  (Reln- 
forcad),  and  1st  ARVN  Division  continued  search  and  destroy,  cordon  and 
search,  reconnaissance  In  force  (RIF),  rice  denial  and  pacification  support 
operations  during  the  reporting  period.  The  enemyfs  post  Tet  offensive 
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began  23  February  with  Increased  activity,  attacks  on  military  and  popu¬ 
lation  centers,  and  more  agresslve  actions  In  the  Area  of  Operations.  In 
general,  enemy  activities  caused  no  significant  changes  In  US  or  ARVN  plans 
and  operations.  XXIV  Corps  Artlll.ery  participated  In  combat  operations  89 
days  during  the  reporting  period. 

(a)  101st  Airborne  Division  (Air  Mobile).  Operations  In  progress  at 

the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period  Included:  OHIO  RAPIDS,  a  joint  probe 
and  reconnaissance  In  force  south  and  west  of  Base  Area  101  by  3d  Bde, 
terminated  28  February;  PLATTE  CANYON,  an  alr/overland  assault  and  fire 
base  construction  operation  Into  the  Ruong  Ruong  Valley  (area  of  operations 
extension  Into  Quang  Nam  Province)  by  1st  Bde,  In  progress  on  1  February 
and  terminated  5  February  69;  SHERMAN  PEAK,  a  probe  and  RIF  south  of 
Bastogne  (YD6109)  and  Veghel  (YDSS03)  by  2d  Bde,  terminated  9  February  69.. 
Other  operations  during  the  reporting  period  Included:  SPOKANE  RAPIDS,  a 
RIF  operation  Ir  Base  Area  114  by  1st  Bde,  20  February  to  3  March;  MASSA¬ 
CHUSETTS  STRIKER,  an  air  assault,  RIF,  search  and  destroy  operation  In  the 
southern  A  Shau  Valley  and  adjoining  terrain  to  the  south  and  east,  by 
2d  Bde,  started  1  March  and  Is  still  In  progress;  BRISTOL  BOOTS,  a  land 
assault  by  1st  Bde  Into  the  Ruong  Ruong  Valley  (Area  of  Operations  exten¬ 
sion  Into  Quang  Nam  province)  started  25  April  and  Is  still  In  progress. 

All  major  operations  were  conducted  jointly  with  ARVN  units.  BRISTOL 
BOOTS  was  preceded  by  a  series  of  cover  and  deception  artillery  raids  using 
divisional  units  plus  Bty  B,  2d  Bn,  138th  Artillery,  Btry  C,  2d  Bn,  138th 
Artillery,  Btry  B,  1st  Bn,  63d  Artillery  and  Btry  C,  1st  Bn,  83d  Artillery, 
The  raids  consisted  of  moves  Into  forwarded  positions  In  the  vicinity  of 
Quick  II  (YC8999)  by  self  propelled  units  with  concurrent  hasty  air  lift 
occupation  of  forward  bases  by  division  I05mm  units.  Firing  was  done  on 
a  scheduled  basis  following  which  the  units  were  extracted.  The  pattern 
was  repeated  to  accustom  the  enemy  to  expect  the  raids  without  follow-up 
maneuver  force  assaults.  The  division  began  a  program  of  constructing  an 
extensive  series  of  mutually  supporting  fire  bases  throughout  the  area  of 
operation.  Ten  and  two  thousand  pound  "daisy  cutter"  bombs  were  frequently 
used.  The  purpose  of  the  program  Is  to  permit  rapid  deployment  of 
artillery  and  maneuver  forces  anywhere  in  the  area  of  operation  without 
the  time  consuming  effort  required  to  construct  cleared  bases. 

Corps  artillery  units  supported  division  operations  from  Hill  88 
(AU8000),  Tomahawk  (ZDllOl),  Roy  (200503),  Anzle  (YD9307),  Quick  I(YD9003), 
Quick  II  (Y08999),  Jeannle  (YD5539),  Gia  Le  (YD8315),  Fhu  Bal  (YD8813), 
Bastogna  (YD6109),  Panther  II,  (YD79I1,  Boyd  (YD7413),  Birmingham  (YD7010), 
Blaze  (YD5302),  Thor  (Y06683),  Evans  (YD5332),  Nancy  (YD4339),  Sally 
(YD6427),  Hank  (Y09188),  Fist  (YC8884),  T-Bone  (YD6520),  Jack  (YD4928), 
Beach  (AT8798),  and  Cannon  (YD4703),  In  general,  artillery  operations  In 
the  division  area  of  operations  became  increasingly  dispersed  during  the 
reporting  period.  This  was  due  to  the  completion  of  the  roads  Into  the 
Ruong  Ruong  Valley  and  from  Bastogne  to  Blaze.  Continued  expansion  Is 
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forecast  as  tlie  road  Into-  the  A  Shau  Valley  Is  corapletod*  Btry  A/  lot 
Bn,  83d  /j^tlllery  was  able  to  viove  6  loi  beyond  Blazo  toiiord  the  A  Shau 
Valley  into  new  PS3  Cannon  at  the  ond  of  the  reporting  period, 

(b)  3d  liarino  Division  (itoinforced).  Operations  in  progress  at  the 
beginning  of  the  reporting  period  inclirlod:  Dii.CT  C/jn[QII  by  Task  Force 
Hotolnin  tho  northern  A  Shau-southom  Da  Krong  VoUoy  aroa,  tomincted  IB 
lioi’ch  69,  supported  by  Btrj'  Ci,  lat  Dn,  83d  Artillery  from  Jack  (IDK928)  with 
a  liaison  tecxa  frcti  tlie  battery  at  FSB  Cunninshojn  (YD1813);  ILISlL'JJi 
IIOOI'IT/JII  by  Ist  Dde,  5tli  Infantry  Division  (IlechaniBcd)  in  tho  coastpl 
plain  from  Cua  Viet  south  to  tlio  province  boundary  and  inland  to  include 
Base  j'jrea  101,  tenoinatod  20  February  69;  DAb'SOtl  KIViilR  by  9th  liarines  in 
the  afea  south  of  Highway  9#  tom-uiatod  28  February  69;  SCUTL’a'ID  II  bj* 

Uth  Ilarinos  in  the  area  north  of  Highway  9>  taminated  28  Fobrur.ry  69; 

IliireUGKY  by  3d  Ilarinaa  (-)  and  2d  iiJVH  Bn  in  tlio  northeast  comer  of 
tiro  area  of  operations,  toiminated  in  mid-February,  ;j.so  in  iaid-7obruary 
the  2d  Bn,  3d  ilarines  ,  3d  Bn,  3d  ilariiies,  two  batteries  of  2d  Bn,  12th 
liarines  and  2d  Provisional  Battery  returned  frem  operation  TAYLOR  CQiKCll 
in  1st  Ilorino  Division  area  of  operations.  The  3d  Laxlnes  tiion  started 
D/.US0II  KrvSR  I'-’SST,  in  the  west  central  part  of  the  3d  liarlne  Division 
area  of  operations,  ending  the  operation  in  late  Ftebruary*  In  late 
.'.'‘aoruary,  the  throe  Marina  I55ira’i  Provisional  Batteries  vrore  all  reorgen- 
i'.iod  as  U-hoiri.tzor  batteries  and  one  battery  each  was  place  under  OPCOII 
of  the  dj-root  support  battalions.  Other  operations  during  the  reporting 
period  included;  7J11PLE  IL'JOJIil  by  Uth  Marines  (-)  in  tho  IIW  comer  of 
the  area  of  operations,  started  23  February  and  still  in  progress  at  tiro 
end  of*  tho  rrcportlng  period;  ELLIS  R/iVIHE  by  oloments  of  Ist  Dd'f,  5th 
Infantry  Division  (liedraniaed)  and  2d  AIWII  Ilogir.iant,  traversing  tho  Ba 
long  Vailoy  from  Ca  Lu  east,  8-15  April  69;  liOiTTiJ'lA  11/»ULER  by  oleaaonts  of 
5d  llari.n03,  1st  Bdd,  5th  Infantry  Division  (licchanized)  end  2d  IUXTH 
liogimenb  in  tho  eastern  Di2  area,  23  March  -  3  April  69;  IIikIHE  CRAG  by 
tvo  battalions  of  3d  Ilarinea  under  Task  Force  Hotel,  in  tlio  upper  Da  Hrong 
Vallo:;  aroa,  started  15  March  end  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the 
P'.’viod,  On  18  March,  Btry  C,  let  Bn,  UOth  Artillory  was  ccraaitted  in 
wppor^  of  Task  Force  Rcmagcn,  under  Task  Force  Hotel,  for  a  feat  moving 
RIF  operation  in  tho  aroa  from  IQie  Senh  west  to  the  Looticn  border,  ond 
south  to  tho  limits  of  the  Vietnam  salient*  Maneuver  elements  vero  from 
lot  Bcio,  5tli  Iiifrrtry  Diiislon  (Ilochaniaod).  Tho  operation  was  unusual  . 
in  that  tho  battciy  moved  with  tho  annorod  inf  entry  forces  throughout  the 
operation,  establishing  toTiiporaiy  fixing  positions  who  rover  roquirod, 

D-tails  of  tho  artillery  part  oi  the  oporabion  rji’o  covered  in  tho  operational 
report  of  1st  Bn,  UOth  /j-tillery.  The  unit  took  noderatolj'^  heavy  ccsuoltios 
In  several  attacks  by  IIVA  units. 

Corps  /jTtillory  units  supportod  3d  Marino  BLvision  (Rolnforood)  operations 
from  A2  (YD217U),  (YDllTO),  Cl  (TD2167),  CZ  (YJJ(136U),  Elliot  Combat  Base 
(YB985U),  Dong  Ha  (YD2259),  Haney  (YDU339),  Vendogrift  Combat  Base  (X:OOU9)j 
Catos  (X.')92U3/,  Jack  (YDU928),  Snapper  (XI)6U3U),  Saigon  (ZDB227),  end  itax^r 
tonnomvj*  positions  occupied  durtns  operations  with  Task  Forco  Rrsmegon, 

Btzy  C,  Ist  Bn,  UOth  Artillery  provided  ou^ottlng  to  the  Mai  Loo 
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Endias  3d  April  19^9  ItflS  -  GSM  -  (li) 

Spocial  Forces  Taom  fros:  12-16  llarch.  Tho  USIC  lOjuia  LVTH  Batteiy,  Ist 
/iTOorod  /^ivjhibi'Jus  Bn,  in  support  of  Task  Pore©  Cloartrctor,  parmanontly 
dopextad  tlio  division  cxen  of  operations  on  28  April*  Btiy  C,  1st  Bn, 
liOth  Jxtilloiy  rotumod  to  Dgns  Ha  on  29  April,  rhon  Task  Force  Resnasom 
was  dishandod,  in  prspci’ation  for  assvnaing  tlio  role  of  providing  fire 
support  for  Task  Force  Cloaiwatar  (Qua  Viot),  on  U  llay. 

(c)  1st  iUiVH  Division*  All  major  US  operations  In  tho  ICOLst  /Arbomo 
Division  area,  of  operations  and  sviny  US  operations  in  tho  3d  Ilarino  Division 
pxoa  of  oporatiOij  wero  joint  operations  witli  let  Division  forces-, . 

V.'ith  one  minor  oxcoption,  througliout  tlio  ontiro  reporting  period,  1st  /JWH 
nvision  /jrtillery  units  woro  doployod  as  full  batterios  in  roles  consis¬ 
tent  iTith  US  crtiilory  prindples*  2d  /JiTlI  Itogiiaont  naintoined  an  are-:. 
c>I  operations  Generally  bordered  by  tlia  IS  1$  cild  line-hi.gh^raj''  9-Soutb 
China  Goc-IliZ,  artillory  units  in  this  area  supported  the  2d  AkVil 

■ii3r4:.ient,  with  Corps  Artillejy  units  providiiiG  reinforcinc  firo  support* 

ARVI'T  RoGl'iient  naintcined  its  oroa  of  operations  la  the  Vinh  Loc  and 
ruu  Vang  coastal  ’pla;'n  districts,  conducting  operations  in  support  of  tho 
pacii’ioati.on  and  rice  denial,  progroas*  3d  AiWll  Ro'jincnt  continued  .its 
iviacton  of  sociu’ity  for  Hue  aid  RIF  operations  in  its  area  of  q>erat!:ns 
of  Hue,  1st  /JITO  Hogiient  conducted  scicurity,  pacification  a\''.  rice 
I  nial  opoi’ations  east  of  Hue  and  RIF  operations  in  Baso  Area  101,  lot 
J  .'.711  .)ivis.lon  Artillciy  units  wore  deployed  on  many  firo  b.ases  in  the 
troa  of  eporatiens,  includins  Sabre  (TD691B),  Pistol  (YC9090),  Son  (ii*) 

Bnrbar.a  (103233),  Oeronij.io  (ID6920),  IMp  (TC5988),  Ilcnc:'; 

::.*.i  Lcx\  (yDiOii?).  A2  (YD217U),  ci  (YD2167'),  C2  (YD136U),  Phu  Loo  (ZDODOO),' 
ri’ong  I'l.n  (yr.523a),  Quenc  Dten  (YD6733),  Strord  (YDli23l),  Lighting  {:D2177), 

'f  .v-,vr.o  Torch  (XD9027),  Saicon  (XD8277),  Dong  Ha  (YD2660),  end 

csv.^ral  bases  in  Bane  4*roa  Uii* 

(2*/  Fonfcrd  Observers  and  Liaison  Officers*  At  the  end  of  tlie  reporting 
period,  Cozps  /xtilloiy  units  wero  providing  Ferword  ObserverAioison  O.ffioer 
pv.'  tio:.  as  foUotfsi  lOlst  Airboine  Division  6,  3d.liarine  Division  6,  lot 
A..';:  .'iT.ijion  12,  /AIVII  convoy-,  suroort  1  (on  oall),  Phu  Dai  Baso  DefonBo  2, 

Daa  Bane  Dofonsc  3  (on  call),  Koi  Loo  SiiocAol  Forces  Team  1}  Total  31* 

(3)  Battle  Ocnace  /.Bsesament*  BOA  for  Corps  ArtiUoxy  units  duilrg 
"v-!!  rrportlns  period  is  Hated  beloir* 
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Tj^RQET  nSSCltlPTICW  COIfflRIfED 

tbeiiQr  lE’ersbnnel  KCa  lt)b 

Sooondaxy  Explocions 
Secondary  Fires 
Trench  line  Dostrpyod 
Mortars  Siloncod 
Automatic  Weapons  Siloncod 

(U)  Firing  Battery  Inspecti^oj 
period,  tho  FBIT  con^leted  its  first  six  raonths  of  operation.  At  the 
beginning  of  tho  period  and  at  tlio  request  of  tho  Cenmanding  Officer,  lOlst 
.Airborne  Division  Artillery^  the  FBIT  began  i  jpoctlons  of  Divi.sion  Artilleiy 
units.  In  Aprils  the  inspections  wore  further  expanded  to  Include  12th 
Marines,  FLoet  llorine  Force,  and  1st  AEVIi  Division  batteries.  Hodifiod 
:’nspoctions  of  battalion  Fire  Direction  Centers  were  also  started,  using 
only  one  inspector.  Thu  purposes  of  battalion  Fire  Direction  Center  inspec¬ 
tions  ore  essentially  tho  some  as  those  applicable  to  battery  inspections t 
to  provide  an  outside-agency  ovaluation  of  the  Flro  Direction  Center,  to 
identify  areas  of  strong  and  weakness,  to  upgrade  gunnery  proceduros,  and 
to  reduce  friendly  fire  incidents  by  euphasizing  tho  double  check  systm. 
Additionally,  12th  Ihrine  units  use  the  battalion  Fire  Direction  Center  as' 
I'ldraar}’',  viiiile  'Uio  batteries  act  as  secondary  chock  fire  Direction  Centsi*8* 
About  3-U  fBIT  inspections  ore  conducted  each  week.  The  FBIT  continues  to 
be  a  valuable  tool  for  mointaining  high  standards  and  profidoncy,  and  for 
oollGcting  and  disseminating  good  ideas  for  improvoment  in  firing  batteiy, 
j'ire  dij'Gcbion,  and  local  security  matters. 

(5)  Fon;ard  Obst-’ver/Fira  Direction  Officer  School.  During  the  report¬ 
ing  period,  tho  znv  Corps  ArtUlary  Forward  Observor/Plre  Direction  Officer 
School  continued  conducting  courses  on  the  basis  of  one  Forward  Observer  end 
one  FLro  Direction  Offlcor  school  per  month. 


PROBABLE  TOT/iL 


2 


1685  motors 
2 
2 

Team  (i?BIT).  At  the  end  of  the  reporting 


(6)  ArtlUoiy  Air  Warning  System.  On  19  Doember  1968,  XXIV  Corps 
Eegolntion  365‘*1«  Safeguarding  Aircraft  From  Hazards  Due  te  the  Delivery 
c.f  Supporting  Plros,  vias  publlshod.  This  regulation,  written  by  Corps 
Axtlllcry,  ostabllshod  Air  Warning  Control  Centers  (AVJCC)  operating  in 
local  (asually  Brigade)  areas  on  >11  note  for  advising  hollcoptors  of  artillorj 
hr.saTdso  Hie  Air  Warning  Control  Centers  roport  all  flros  to  m  Air  Warning 
Control  Center  Control  whidi  passes  Infonaatlon  to  air  traffic  agencies  and 
c/aitaots  fixed  idng  or  fast  moving  eirfraft  on  a  UHF  net.  The  system  Is 
ootabll;<hod  within  a  division  area.  XIIV  Corps  Artillery  oporatod  the  lOOLst 
A.lr'oame  Division  Air  W'aming  Control  Center  Control  until  19  March  because 
tho  existence  of  a  residual  coonunlcatlcns  net  previously  ostabUolied 
for  tho  USMC  DASC  under  Task  Force  X«4iAI  before  that  oleriiont  departed  tho 
ICJV  Corps  in  tho  simmer  of  I960.  On  19  Ilorch^  the  lOlet  Alxbome  Divlslco 
establlsnod  Ite  oun  Air  Whining  Control  Center  Central  at  Coitp  Eagle,  and 
tii'j  /ji'XV  Coxpo  Art il  lor/  Central  was  poirionently  disbonded. 
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.(7)  Autojiatic  Weapons  araplojnent.  Daring  the  reporting  .noiicdj  /..-  I 
requests  for  automatic  ^/eapons  support  fron  tlio  divisions  increased, 
prir,v:\rily  because  of  Task  Force  Esmagen  and  nore  ground  operations  in 
3d  liarine  Division  /a*oa,,of  Operations  and  the  extension  of  roads. into  the  , 
Euong  Ruong  Vallqy  rncl  toiiards  the  L  i^hau  Valley  in  101st  Aribomo  Diviffiw 
i'a-oa  of  Opoiaition,  To  assure  an  equitable  distribution  of  automatic 
iroapons  assets  to  the  divisions,  Corps  Artilleij'’  made  a  stuefy  of  the  use, 
CTiiploiTnont  and  noods  for  1IU2  TvriJi  liOinm  "dusters”  and  1155  Q'Jad  weapons. 

The  current  disposition  of  units  has  one  liit2  battery  at  Pirn  Bai  (YD881U), 
and  throe  IIU2  batteries  in  the  Dong  Ha  aroaj  tho  li55  battery,  0/65th 
/jrtUlory,  is  also  in  Dong  Ha.  The  study  resulted  in  the  following 
conclusions  or  decisions  t  •  *■  -  . 

(a)  Priority  of  deyii^t  eisploywent  of  mSs  was  and  would  rcaiaia 
as  foUoira: 

1.  Mine  swoop 

2«  Conbat  support/raeonBissenea  in  force  operations 

3.  Position  ^fense 

h»  Convoy  escort 

(by  Priority  of  dayli^t  enplosrnent  of  1155' s  was  end  would  remain  as 
f  ollotrs  j 

1.  Convoy  escort 

2.  Combat  support/roconnaiasanco  in  force  operations 

3.  Position  defense 

it..  liino  swoop  • 

(c)  Tlio  noiTiial  means  of  night  eiqployjaont  for  both  '.'ili2Al5$  weapons  is 

ff’r  a  fixed  locr.bion  dofenso,  either  near  but  not  on  a  porii.ieter  or  as 
part  .of  a  mobile  A'oaotion  force.  «  .  , 

(d)  Tho  current  disposition  of  automatic  weapons  assets  is 

and  2  i:55  for  Phu  Dai  3aso  Defsnso,  2-MU2  and  24155  connittod  outside  the 
C:^a'7B  Area  of  Operations,  and  tho  remaining  assets  distributed  a  little 
bettor  than  P  to  1  in  favor  of  3d  llarlno  Division  over  101st  ;Arbomo 
Division.  This  d^.stribution  is  consistent  with  tho  terrr3.n  and  road  nets 
in  oacb  Aroa  of  Operations  end  will  remain  genoralTy  tho  somo,  at  least 
uitil  the  lOlst  Airbomo  Division  has  Listollations  in  tho  A  Shau  Valley. 

(0)  For  special  or  limited  oporatioi'.8,  eutonatic  weapons  assots  for 
tho  101st  Llv'oomo  Div?.cioi5  idll  bo  provided  by  dispatch  of  tr.Pl'  forces  from 
the  Dong  Ha  area.  1st  Bn,  14ith  i.rtilleiy  will  coordinavo  and  li'.ndlo  dispatch 
of  tar.k  'rorcos  and  distribution  od  Automatic  Vtoapons  csso'lc. 

(f )  Tho  weapons  conmitted  to  ?txx  Bai  base  Jsfonso  will  romain  at  that 
location  excopt  for  -.ri  nr.iargoncy  need  olaouhore. 
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(g)  Ho  att^npt  to  position  automatic  weapons  to  laeot  aii  oncriy  high 
porformanco  aircraft  tliroat  is  reasonable  or  feasible. 

(C)  Heavy  Artillery  Dispositions  and  Tube  Configurations.  Vfi.th 
return  of  Btrj''  B,  8th  Dn,  Uth  Artillery  (ITSsm)  and  the  acovuisition  of 
6  -  175rflra  guns  in  5th  175  Gun  Btry,  the  balance  of  heavy  artillery  was 
ovenroighod  in  favor  of  17$ffli  guns  versus  8"  hO!n.tzers,  Accordingly,  Btry 
B,  2d  Bn,  9ljth  Artillery  was  retubed  to  G"  and  moved  south  to  the  lOlst 
Airtjonie  Division  area  of  operation,  whore  maneuver  force  operations  ;:ora 
expanding  over  a  considarebly  greater  ai'oa. 

(9)  Heavy  Artillery  Gun  Pad  Construction.  In  Dec  68,  a  program  of 
oonstr^iction  of  pormanont  gun  pads  at  fire  support  bases  whore  present 
and  futuro  operational  needs  for  heavy  artillory  could  bo  anticLpatod  was 
tidtiated*  The  program  tras  continued  throughout  this  reporting  ooriod* 
I’ermai'fflnt  pads  aro  now  available  at  the  following  locations  in  tho  nuiiibore 
li'dicatod:  U-Gia  Le,  8-Baatogne,  8-Dong  Ila,  U-Cl,  2-A3,  U**Ah,  U-C?,  !(>•' 
Slliot  Combat  Base,  U-Hancy,  12~C3mp  Carroll,  U-Vandegrift. Combat  B-ass, 
ii-Hoy,  li-Boyd,  Ir-Blace,  U*€ally« 

(10)  FADAC.  An  intensified  program  to  increase  tho  number  of  FADAOs 

operatio-uil  in  Coj-ps  Artillery  has  boon  initiated.  Prior  to  the  progivn, 
r.a  avarega  of  about  5  FADfcCs  irero  inoperative  eadi  da}'<  On  13  Apriil,  for 
'■■ho  first  tijM  since  fon.iatior;  of  luCIV  Corps  (formerly  Provisional  Corps 
•'latrirri).,  all  25  FiUViCS  in  237  Corps  ilrtiilory  were  operational.  •  Glr/.e 
that  tho  avorago  nunbor  of  inoperative  FADaCs  has  been  appro:.lrr.vi;'ly 

2  each 


(ll)  CMMl  Team.  The  XXIV  Corp*  Artillery  CMMI  Team,  established  In 
Dec  68,  continued  Its  Inspections  of  Corps  Artillery  units  et  the  rate  of 
about  five  Inspections  per  week. 

2,  (C)  Section  2,  Part  I,  Lessons  Learned.  Conasender’s  Evaluations  and 

Reconanendat  Ions . 

a.  Parsonnel.  None. 

b.  Operations.  Item  Base  Ejection  Sokoke  Missions. 

(1)  Obsarvatloni  The  grate  burst  point  of  Inpect  for  complete  base 
ejection  smoke  rounds  Is  not  the  same  as  the  high  explosive  point  of  Impact, 
even  though  the  firing  tables  are  theoretically  the  same  for  both  rounds; 
the  terrain  In  the  Corps  Area  of  Operations  causes  smoke  canisters  to  come 
to  rast  well  short  of  the  grate  bunt  point  for  e  complete  buoke  round. 

(2)  SvDluationi  It  is  quito  eomen  for  tho  initial  round  in  obsorved 
flro  SL^^siona  to  bo  ooso  ojootlon  amoko.  Onoo  tho  maoko  round  iji  obsowod 
at  an  apparently  ar£a  Xomtlon,  tho  obsoiTtr  dtangoo  to  ahoU  hl^  axplosivo 
and  contSnuta  hla  od^ustaont.  Sovaral  raeont  frioniQy  firo  incidonta  have 
Indicated  o  Mzioiui  probln  In  dtanglBS  ehelle.  Aw  aaao  firing  tablaa 
aro  QBod  for  both  baao  ojootion  eMka  and  hi|^  oxploalTe  projootUoa^  though 
tho  date  appUee  to  a  croae  buret  (fuse  aetiao)  for  the  aaoko  routkU  It  le 
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gonemlly  rococnized  that  the  ttro  second  cut  bade  on  .tho  tiiio  sotting  for 
a  graze  burst  vriLl  cause  tho  canisters  to  eject  about  200  npoors  in  the 
a3.r^  The  canisters  can  bo  expected  to  fall  short  of  tho  point  uhera  a 
grazo  burst  would  occur.  In  open,  flat,  hard  terrain,  tho  canisters  vdll 
bounce  almost  to  tho  graze  burst  point.  Tho  terrain  end  verctation  hero,  .s, 
howovor,  habitually  cause  the  canisters  to  come  to  rest  woli  short  of  this*. 

Vary  limited  teat  firing  indicates  that  tho  canisters  stop  short  of  tho 
graze  burst  point  by  more  than  100  meters  for  l^^nm  charge  7  and  by  about 
200  motors  for  lOSim  charge  ?•  This,  in  itself,  has  required  special 
attention  and  training. 

Tho  fact  that  tho  Ciujistors  fall  short  of  the  graze  point  is  not  the 
only  problem.  Although  tho  base  ejection  smoko  and  hi^  explosive  rounds 
are  tlveorotieoUy  oqulvalont,  the  hlg^  explosive  round  apparontly  achieves 
a  greater  range  than  tho  cospleta  smoke  round  trhen  firod  at  tho  sains 
quaditoit  elevation.  Limitod  test  figures  for  charge  7  show  that  the  high 
explosive  travels  between  100  and  200  meters  beyond  the  HC  round  for  both^ 
calibers • 

In  llorch,  this  headquarters  sent  a  letter  on  this  subject  to  the 
Artiller:.r  Board  at  Fort  Sill.  A  reply  Indicated  that  Firing  Table  Branch, 
lallisbics  Research  laboratoriosi  Aberdeen  Proxlng  Ground  had  boon  stm.’j'ixig 
The  problem  for  about  one  year.  Unofficial  prclirainaiy  data  has  been  pub?dBhed 
for  all  artillery  vuiits  in  Bhnnge  1  to  tho  XXIV  Corps  SOP, 

(3)  RocommondatLoni  That  tho  general  nature  of  this  problem  bo 
brought  to  the  attention  of  all  howitzer  units,  along  with  any  available 
o'ficial  preliminary  data  on  the  magnitude  of  tho  range  differences  r.ch’ovod 
by  the  two  projoctiloa, 

c.  Training.  Hone. 

d.  Intolligencg.  Itont  Kotro  Seotion  Au^ontation. 

(1)  Obsoxvationi  Metre  sections  in  tho  XXIV  Corps  Area  of  Oporatlons 
oro  fl^3quontly  callod  upon  to  furnish  visual  toons  to  extend  metro  coverage 
to  nouir^nous  regions  whoro  oloctronlc  sections  oithor  cannot  bo  omFloj''od 
or  ore  unavailable  for  omployaent.  Wbon  tho  teams  aro  thus  deployed  tho 
oloetronlc  section  is  iionodintely  placed  undex'-strongth  in  per8onn*l._  The 
visual  team  also  requires  a  second  barometer  which  is  not  usually  part  of 
the  aection*s  authorized  equipment.  Once  in  operation,  the  visual  team 
frequently  finds  itself  blocked  from  making  measurements  of  the  winds  aloft 
by  intervening  cloud  decks.  After  ob-.^ining  their  date,  the  teem  oust 
coasaunicate  with  the  electronic  section  which  is  located  some  distance  away 
and  must  use  radio  to  send  its  data.  The  metro  section  does  not  have  a 
aecond  radio  which  *s  necessary  for  this  conasunicstion. 
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(2)  iSvaluatlon:  vnth  the  addition  of  U  metro  computers,  a  baroiaator, 
and  radio,  the  metro  section  would  be  able  to  deploy  a  visiuJ.  team  at  ary 
tirae  it  is  required  to  do  so.  The  visual  tooia  could  also  obtain  all- 
weather  capability  for  wind  neasurement  if  it  was  equipped  vrith  a  iiiinia- 
turized  radio  direction  finder  or  radar  capable  of  tracking  a  small 
balloon.  Since  this  visual  team  will  be  faced  idth  resupply’  limitations, 
tiio  freight  of  their  equipment  and  expendables  must  be  kept  at  a  minlmvtii. 

To  save  weight  in  balloon  gas  supply,  a  small  bsUooa  could  bo  used-one 
that  is  no ' larger  than  tire  standard  100  gram  pilot  balloon*  This  will 
reo.ulro  a  sr>iall  balloon  borne  trcnsmltter  (if  the  radio  direction  finding 
method  la  eleetud).  Such  a  transmitter  should  not  be  difficult  to  produce 
since  temperature  and  densities  could  bo  obtained  by  taking  a  surface 
virtual  temperature  moasureijent  and  trending  it  to  meet  the  electronic 
station'  8  virtual  temperature  curve  at  an  altitude  of  2000  meters  using 
the  mountain  met  technique* 

(3)  Racommendations  t 

(a)  That  the  Tables  ef  Orsonletion  sad  Equlpnent-  «f  all  astro  sections' 
whidi  may  operate  in  swmntelitous  areas  in  TiotnoB  bet 

1*  Increased  by  four  metro  eomputora^ 

2.  .  Issued  an  additional  baromoter  and  radio* 

(b)  That  a  miniaturised  radio  direction  finder  or  radar  bo  devolopod 
for  USQ  with  s  omrll  transmitter  capable  of  bolng  borne  aloft  by  a  (iirtnll 
balloon,  Tho  syston  should  be  capablo  ef  providing  angular  data  cnd/or 
slant  range  for  upper  wind  dlxectlens  and  spoods  and  should  hove  thia 
capability  for  up  to  12  kUoooters  of  hoight* 

e*  Loglaties*  Hone* 

f*  OrEonlsation*  Hone* 

g*  Signal*  Item  Field  Gspodlent  Power  Supifly* 

(1)  Obaurratleni  There  is  a  ehsrtoge  of  power  sup^os  for  rodio 

sots  AIlARC-li6  and  AH.’^VRC-UT  vben  mounted  in  a  fixed  Installation  suoh  os 
a  bunkor  or  coonand  post*  Hormslly,  power  supply  FP-2953  Is  usod  to 
;o'.;or  those  rodlea  when  in  fixed  configuratien,  but  the  1^-2953  i*  in  short 
sxtpply  Vietnem*  . 

(2)  Diseussloai  . 
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(a)  A  field  expedient  power  supply  can  be  constructed  using  Radio 
Receiver  AN/GRR-5,  which  is  available  in  most  artillery  units.  This  power 
supply  requires  no  changes  to  the  Receiver  AN/GRR-5,  is  simple  to  construct, 
and  can  be  made  from  parts  readily  available  in  Vietnam. 

(b)  Required  parts  include:  Radio  Receiver  AIT/GRR-5.*  four  diodost 
two  vehicle  batteries,  and  soma  sin^lo  conductor  copper  idro* 

(c)  The  Aii/GUR-5  is  used  because  its  T-1  transfornKjr  vri.ll  step  down 

U.5  volts  (input  in  a  fixed  installation)  to  28  Volts*  This  is  the  only  part 
of  the  tliat  is  used  and  any  transformer  that  vriLll  step  135  VoJ.t,3 

down  to  28  Volte  TriJ.1  work  just  as  well. 

(d)  Once  the  volta'ge  has  been  reduced,  it  must  be  converted  from 
alternating  current  to  dii'ect  current.  This  is  accomplished  by  a  bridge 
rectifier  constructed  from  tlio  four  diodes  (See  iiiclosure  2). 

(e)  The  result  is  a  slightly  pulsating  direct  current  which  is  then 
fed  into  the  batteries  which  have  been  connected  in  series.  The  batteries 
act  as  a  filter  for  the  fluctations  in  current  from  the  bridge  rectifier. 
(Actually  the  batteries  power  the  radio;  the  AN/GRR-5  and  bridge  rectifier 
only  maintain  the  charge  in  the  batteries), 

(f)  Tho  radio  raount  (IJT-1029)  is  powered  dirocUy  off  the  batteries. 

(3)  Reconcaendatlcns : 

(a)  That  all  units  which  have  ataortagea  of  power  auppllea  for  tactloal 
radio  sets  In  fixed  oonflguratlona  oouldor  'Uie  uss  of  this  field  expedient 
povMV  supply.  One  has  boon  in  constant  use  in  HHB,  XXIV  Corps  ArtlUoxy  for 
a  period  of  almost  two  months  wltli  no  trouble. 

(b)  That  any  unit  which  wishes  to  use  this  fivild  expedient  attempt 
to  obtain  a  tronsfoxuor  to  step  115  Volte  down  to  28  Volts  before  using 
tho  transfonaor  in  AM/GSR-S.  Use  of  the  /iM/ORR-J  will  oauso  no  damage  to 
tho  radio  sot  but  it  is  more  dpslroblo  not  to  chanr.o  tho  intended  eonflgur* 
atlon  of  the  radio  unloss  It  is  abeelutoly  neeeasoxy. 

Brigadier  Oonerol,  USA 
Conaonding 
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AVII-GCT  (15  May  69)  1st  Ind  MAJ  Markl/dlp/2506 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  XXIV  Corps  Artillery  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1969,  RCS-CSF  OR-65 


DA,  HQ,  XXIV  Corps,  APO’96308  ;  2  JUN  1983 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Anqy,  Vietnam,  APO  96375 

!•  The  OREL  of  XXIV  Corps  Artillery  has  bean  reviewed  at  HQ,  XXIV  Corps  and  Is 
forwarded  in  accordance  with  USARV  Rag  525-15  • 

2.^  Concur  with  commander's  observations,  evaliuitlons  and  recommendations  with 
the  added  comment.  Section  2,  para  2g(3),  page  9.  The  AN/(£R-5  as  a  "field 
expedient"  power  supply  should  only  be  used  when  a  proper  power  supply  Is  on 
requisition  pr  Is  In  repair. 


FOR  THE  COIMNDER: 


AVHGC-DST  (15  May  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  XXIV  Corps  Artillery  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1969  RCS  -  CSF®  -  65  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  3 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Anay,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  I969  from  Headqiiarters ,  XXIV 
Corps  Artillery. 

2.  Reference  item  concerning  'Ketro  Section  Augnentation" ,  section  n, 
page  8,  paragraph  d(l};  nonconcur.  DA  standardization  policy  would  require 
change  to  the  TOE  for  all  metro  sections  if  this  reconnendatlon  were  ap¬ 
proved.  A  request  for  temporary  loan  of  equipment  should  be  submitted  by 
metro  units  in  mountain  regions  required  to  furnish  visual  teams  to  extend 
metro  coverage.  A  miniaturized  radio  direction  finder  or  radar  could  be 
developed  under  the  ENSURE  program.  USARV  Regulation  70-1,  dated  17  April 
1969 >  establishes  procedures  for  initiation  and  submission  of  requirements 
for  developmental  and  nonstandard  items  of  new  materiel  under  the  provisions 
of  AR  71-1>  Unit  will  be  advised  of  above  comments. 

FOR  THE  CCHMANDERt 

C.  0.  WHLSON 
1LT,  AGC 

_  ^  Atshlsnt  Adjutant  Genera) 
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GPOP-DT  (15  May  69)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  XXIV  Corps  Arty  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  g  gg 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
Indorsements  and  concurs  In  the  report  as  Indorsed. 

2.  Reference  paragraph  2g.  Thla  type  field  expediency  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  In  light  of  Its  Implications.  Even  minor  modifications  to  TOE 
Items,  In  this  case  the  AN/GRR-5,  either  delete,  or  at  best  reduce,  Its 
capability  to  perform  Its  primary  function  In  the  organization.  The 
recommended  use  of  the  AN/GRR-5  as  a  field  expedient  fixed  station 
battery  charger  for  the  AN/VRC-46  and  47  (as  an  alternate  for  the 
PP-2953)  Is  most  applicable  In  Vietnam.  However,  the  modification, 

or  expediency,  must  be  a  command  decision  versus  an  accepted  and 
standard  alternate  solution. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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